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Alan Kidd : Manchester: A History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Manchester: A History: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Well researched and easy to readBy Calvin WorthThis is a very well 
researched book on the history of Manchester. Much of the text focuses on the Industrial Revolution, giving a pretty 
good description of what is was like to live in there at the time. I would recommend it for anyone interested in the 
story of the Industrial Revolution or the history of English cities.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1859361285


By the 1840s, over half a century of revolutionary change had made Manchester into the ‘shock city’ of the industrial 
age. It was the shock of the new which assaulted the senses and stimulated the imaginations of contemporaries. 
Manchester attracted visitors from home and abroad seeking the sights and sounds of a new way of living. Some were 
appalled, others excited; still others saw in its newness a historical development of epoch-making proportions. It 
seemed as if all roads led to Manchester, arguably the world’s first modern city. The core of this excellent book tells 
this story, a-tale of factories, utilitarian entrepreneurs, Peterloo, and the emergence of a politicized working class, but 
also of the people and their culture, the development of middle-class suburbs such as Didsbury and Rusholme, the 
cinemas, music halls, libraries and newspapers. In this important overview of Manchester’s history Professor Kidd 
introduces many new interpretations, and challenges several myths about the city’s industrial heritage. Accessibly 
written yet scholarly, Manchester is the perfect starting point for an exploration of this famous city as it goes from 
strength to strength into the twenty-first century.

'... an excellent, clear, thorough, comprehensive and concise history of a city of international significance.' History 
Today '... a remarkable story.' Manchester Evening News '... the best introduction to the history of the city ...' Social 
History of Society BulletinAbout the AuthorALAN KIDD is Professor of History at Manchester Metropolitan 
University. He was co-founder of the Manchester Region History and is a much-published author. 


