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Insight Guides : Madrid (Insight City Guide Madrid)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Madrid (Insight City Guide Madrid): 

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Madrid Guides ComparedBy Samuel J. SchlemanI am an 
experienced traveler (30+ countries) who is nearing retirement and plan to travel extensively, who has recently 
become obsessed about finding "good" guidebooks. So this review is a comparison of the books I looked at for 
Madrid.I started with the Insight Guide. I was seeking to get background, history, etc. The Insight Guides seem to vary 
enormously from one to the next in both quality and orientation. I think they are good for an entire country if you are 
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trying to decide where in the country or what parts you want to see. I thought the guide for Madrid was useless. It 
provided very little information about the city or the culture. It seemed to be best if you were planning on moving to 
Madrid and wanted to find out the differences between the various suburban areas. I suggest you forget this one.I 
looked at the Mini-Rough Guide. I didn't like the format and it was too terse for my taste. In my opinion, Rough Guide 
still needs to produce a guide for Madrid that is a regular, not a mini Rough Guide. The LP Guide to Madrid seemed 
pretty mediocre. The stiff covers also made it awkward to use or hold open to a particular page. The information and 
descriptions were inadequate compared to some other guides. The Eyewitness Guide to Madrid is, I think, the best 
overall guide to Madrid. (Generally I prefer Eyewitness guides for City's much more than as a guide for an entire 
country.) The maps are good, the pictures of the food and other items are very helpful. The hotels and restaurant 
sections were pretty good, but not great. If you are looking for hostels, you will need the LP guide. Eyewitness does 
not give great historical depth, but it gives you some, probably enough for most tourists. Guide Books are not the best 
source for detailed historical and cultural information anyway. The Time Out guide was almost like a tourist's yellow 
pages, primarily a listing of hotels, restaurants, sites, services, etc. It had the best listing of restaurants and hotels and 
covered all price ranges. It wasn't as good as Eyewitness is describing the things to see and do.I ended up getting the 
Eyewitness Guide to use while sightseeing, supplemented by the Time Out guide for picking hotels, restaurants and 
being able to look up things. Another reviewer recommended this same combination in order to visit Tapas bars. I'm 
not that much into Tapas, but I still think these two are the best combo.Incidentally, the Spain Rough and LP guides 
Madrid sections do not cover Madrid as well as the Madrid-only guides. You are looking at a 60-page section, 
compared to the Madrid-only guides of around 300 pages length.

Insight Guides, the world's largest visual travel guide series, in association with Discovery Channel, the world's 
premier source of nonfiction entertainment, provides more insight than ever. From the most popular resort cities to the 
most exotic villages, Insight Guides capture the unique character of each culture with an insider's perspective. Inside 
every Insight Guide you'll find: .Evocative, full-colour photography on every page .Cross-referenced, full-colour maps 
throughout .A brief introduction including a historical timeline .Lively, essays by local writers on the culture, history, 
and people .Expert evaluations on the sights really worth seeing .Special features spotlighting particular topics of 
interest .A comprehensive Travel Tips section with listings of the best restaurants, hotels, and attractions, as well as 
practical information on getting around and advice for travel with children

About the AuthorSince 2000. Hammond, American Map, Langenscheidt Dictionaries, Insight Travel Guides, Delorme 
the famous names in the Langenscheidt family. These represent the most authoritative, up-to-date, and extensive travel 
and reference products available. In January 2003, the renowned Berlitz Publishing became part of the Langenscheidt 
Group. The Langenscheidt Publishing Group, the premier group of map and travel companies, offers over 4,000 North 
American and international street maps, road maps, atlases, language-learning, bilingual dictionaries, and travel-
related products covering countries, cities, and languages in every continent.Insight Guide Editorial Staff 


