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Ewan McGregor, Charley Boorman : Long Way Down: An Epic Journey by Motorcycle from Scotland to 
South Africa  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Long 
Way Down: An Epic Journey by Motorcycle from Scotland to South Africa: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Not great literature, but an enjoyable ride nonethelessBy Luke T. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1416577467


EvansI've enjoyed both of the "Long Way" books. They're an enjoyable read even if they aren't great literature or 
exceptional travel writing. Ewan and Charley seem like two great guys and their humanity and down-to-earth natures 
really show in these stories. Some of the reviews here have been negative, with many of them criticizing the trip's 
supposed lack of purity in that Ewan and Charley had a support team and a few sponsors. Whatever. If you ask me, the 
support team was pretty thin, and it's clear that many times they were just winging it and improvising as they went 
along. This was emphatically not a Camel Trophy-type extraveganza, with flocks of accompanying helicopters, spare 
vehicles, and squads of mechanics standing by with truckloads of spare parts, and it certainly didn't appear to be a 
luxury trip by any stretch. Call it a compromise between a full-on expedition (complete with porters and truckloads of 
"essential equipment") and a threadbare by-the-seat-of-our-pants penniless slog taking many months or even years. 
Sure, in a perfect world you'd take two years to undergo such a journey, and thus provide yourself with plenty of time 
to see everything and get to know the people and cultures in great detail. But let's face it, 99.99 percent of us will never 
be able to pull that off, either due to: 1) family/career obligations; 2) a lack of time; 3) a lack of money; 4) a lack of 
balls; or 5) all of the above. That's just the way it is. But these guys went out and did it, however imperfectly. That's 
just fine in my book. Jolly good, blokes!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Loved it!By Island GirlSo 
interesting to get a behind the scenes look at what was going on during the documentary on Long Way Down. Loved 
the DVDs, and the books complete the experience!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not the greatest 
of literature but it contained a few behind the ...By PhilNot the greatest of literature but it contained a few behind the 
scenes pages that added to the videos. If you enjoyed the video series, you should enjoy the book.

Now in paperback, this second remarkable travel book from famed actor Ewan McGregor and his good friend Charley 
Boorman chronicles their epic adventure ride on motorbikes from Scotland to South Africa.After their fantastic trip 
around the world in 2004, recounted to acclaim in Long Way Round, Ewan McGregor and Charley Boorman couldn’t 
shake the travel bug. Inspired by their UNICEF visits to Africa, they knew they had to go back and experience this 
extraordinary continent in more depth. In Long Way Down, they share their 15,000-mile journey, from the 
northernmost tip of Scotland to the southernmost tip of South Africa, to ride some of the toughest terrain in the world. 
Along the way, from the pyramids in Egypt to Luke Skywalker’s house in Tunisia, they meet people who have 
triumphed over terrifying experiences—former child soldiers in Uganda and children living amidst the minefields of 
Ethiopia. They have a close encounter with a family of gorillas in Rwanda and are nearly trampled by a herd of 
elephants in Botswana. Riding through spectacular scenery, often in extreme temperatures, they face their hardest 
challenges yet. With their trademark humor and honesty, they tell their story—the drama, the dangers, and the sheer 
exhilaration of riding together again through a continent filled with magic and wonder.

About the Author Ewan McGregor is one of the most acclaimed and successful actors of his generation. The star of 
Star Wars and Moulin Rouge, he lives in London, England. Charley Boorman, son of famed director John Boorman, is 
an actor living in London. 


