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Damien Simonis : Lonely Planet Madrid (Lonely Planet the Big Trip: Your Ultimate Guide to Gap Years 
Overseas Adventures)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Lonely Planet Madrid (Lonely Planet the Big Trip: Your Ultimate Guide to Gap Years Overseas Adventures): 

49 of 57 people found the following review helpful. Madrid Guidebooks ComparedBy Samuel J. SchlemanI am an 
experienced traveler (30+ countries) who is nearing retirement and plan to travel extensively, who has recently 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1864501235


become obsessed about finding "good" guidebooks. So this review is a comparison of the books I looked at for 
Madrid.I started with the Insight Guide. I was seeking to get background, history, etc. The Insight Guides seem to vary 
enormously from one to the next in both quality and orientation. I think they are good for an entire country if you are 
trying to decide where in the country or what parts you want to see. I thought the guide for Madrid was useless. It 
provided very little information about the city or the culture. It seemed to be best if you were planning on moving to 
Madrid and wanted to find out the differences between the various suburban areas. I suggest you forget this one.I 
looked at the Mini-Rough Guide. I didn't like the format and it was too terse for my taste. In my opinion, Rough Guide 
still needs to produce a guide for Madrid that is a regular, not a mini Rough Guide. The LP Guide to Madrid seemed 
pretty mediocre. The stiff covers also made it awkward to use or hold open to a particular page. The information and 
descriptions were inadequate compared to some other guides. The Eyewitness Guide to Madrid is, I think, the best 
overall guide to Madrid. (Generally I prefer Eyewitness guides for City's much more than as a guide for an entire 
country.) The maps are good, the pictures of the food and other items are very helpful. The hotels and restaurant 
sections were pretty good, but not great. If you are looking for hostels, you will need the LP guide. Eyewitness does 
not give great historical depth, but it gives you some, probably enough for most tourists. Guide Books are not the best 
source for detailed historical and cultural information anyway. The Time Out guide was almost like a tourist's yellow 
pages, primarily a listing of hotels, restaurants, sites, services, etc. It had the best listing of restaurants and hotels and 
covered all price ranges. It wasn't as good as Eyewitness is describing the things to see and do.I ended up getting the 
Eyewitness Guide to use while sightseeing, supplemented by the Time Out guide for picking hotels, restaurants and 
being able to look up things. Another reviewer recommended this same combination in order to visit Tapas bars. I'm 
not that much into Tapas, but I still think these two are the best combo.Incidentally, the Spain Rough and LP guides 
Madrid sections do not cover Madrid as well as the Madrid-only guides. You are looking at a 60-page section, 
compared to the Madrid-only guides of around 300 pages length.7 of 11 people found the following review helpful. 
How NOT to do MadridBy A CustomerFirst and foremost, this book states that the Madrid Metro is "safe". This is not 
true for foreign males! The central part of the Metro (near the art museums and the city center) is rife with pick-
pockets. We caught 1 attempt each day, or first 3 days there. The perpetrators were not, as some claim, "South 
Americans".Many restaurants listed are gone. All prices in the book are quoted in pisitas, which is annoying now that 
everything is in Euros.The maps are barely useful, being rather too small to read street names easily.I have enjoyed 
other Lonley Planet Guides very much, but this one is a real stinker.3 of 10 people found the following review helpful. 
GoodBy MichaelNot a bad book. I bought it because of its size but much of it was history on Madrid. I think it'd be 
better to buy the Spain book instead.

Contains inside information on Madrid's top sites and many less-well known gems; the lowdown on where madrilenos 
party 'til dawn; advice on the city's best accommodation and restaurants to suit all budgets; and details of day trips to 
the medieval hill city of Toledo, historic Segovia and the magnificent expanse of the Sierras.


