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Eric Newby : Lonely Planet A Small Place in Italy (Travel Literature)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lonely Planet A Small Place in Italy (Travel Literature): 

40 of 41 people found the following review helpful. I learned, laughed, cried, couldn't put it downBy C. EbelingIn 
1967, British travel editor Eric Newby and his wife, Wanda, bought a primitive farmhouse in the hills between Liguria 
and Tuscany, the region where they met during World War II, Newby a soldier on the run between POW internments, 
Wanda a relief worker. They are the first foreigners to come live in their neighborhood, which remained unchanged 
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from the time of the War; in fact, the country people, contadini, probably lived pretty much as they had for a couple of 
centuries or more. In the 25 years that the Newbys stayed, using the farmhouse as a second home but tending the land 
seriously, they were accepted and came to know the people and area well. A SMALL PLACE IN ITALY is a profile 
of their neighbors, their work, customs and the surrounding area. He offers up historical notes and chronicles the 
arrival of the late 20th century and loss of old ways.This book has everything going for it. Newby is honest, a truthful 
writer. He never sells out his subject for entertainment or sentimentality. He does not go the route of portraying the 
noble savage, he does not paint the peasantry as buffoons or children, he does not go over the top to prove that he is 
one of them. It is obvious that he and Wanda were quickly accepted into the community because they were hard 
workers who respected the land and were happy to share. There is a fine wit and spirit at hand. Newby has to be the 
most resilient person on earth (see A SHORT WALK IN THE HINDU KUSH for more evidence).Other virtues of this 
book: the pages whip by because Newby is brilliant at ordering his information. He also translates the Italian phrases 
and words that pop up routinely, so that those of us unschooled in Italian, particularly northern Italian expressions, are 
not at a loss.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great book, a must follow on for those who ...By 
Customergreat book, a must follow on for those who read his Love and War in the Apennines but also stands alone 
well.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ciao Nona!EXCELLENT !!!

In 1967 Eric and Wanda Newby fulfilled a long-cherished dream when they bought a run-down farmhouse in 
northeastern Tuscany, in the foothills of the Italian Alps. They were the first foreigners to live in the region. A Small 
Place in Italy describes how the house was restored with the help of their neighbors, a colorful cast of characters who 
quickly befriended the Newbys.With his characteristic wry humor and sharp eye for the quirks of human nature, Eric 
Newby paints an unforgettable picture of rural Italy and its people. The rhythms and rituals of country life - harvesting 
grapes, making wine, hunting for wild mushrooms - are lovingly evoked, along with the storybook landscapes and 
changing seasons. At the center of his memoir is the farmhouse itself, which from unpromising beginnings - tileless 
roof, long-abandoned septic tand and mice the size of small cats - was gradually restored.

dangerously liable to induce a craving for one's own patch of Italian paradise' -- Sunday TelegraphAbout the 
AuthorEric Newby was born in London in 1919. In 1938, he joined the four-masted Finnish barque Moshulu as an 
apprentice and sailed in the last Grain Race from Australia to Europe, by way of Cape Horn. During World War II, he 
served in the Black Watch and the Special Boat Section. In 1942, he was captured and remained a prisoner-of-war 
until 1945. He subsequently married the girl who helped him to escape, and for the next fifty years, his wife Wanda 
was at his side on many adventures. After the war, he worked in the fashion business and book publishing but always 
travelled on a grand scale, sometimes as the Travel Editor for the Observer. He was made CBE in 1994 and was 
awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award of the British Guild of Travel Writers in 2001. Eric Newby died in 2006. 


