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Peter Ackroyd : London: The Biography before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised London: The Biography:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Long yet totally absorbing and interesting.By Larry SmithThe reader
acquires atrue "feel" of what was London and what L ondon has become. The author takes you through what seems a
timeless journey while retaining interest and the desire to continue on.0 of 0 people found the following review


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0385497717

helpful. Five StarsBy JJliked1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. many unknown aspects revealed of a
unique world city.By Arthur Rubinoff An informative book that relates different happenings and places that any reader
would not find in the history of any othr city. All these findings are interesting to people that wish to learn how any
city evolved.

A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOKHere are two thousand years of London’s history and folklore, its
chroniclers and criminals and plain citizens, its food and drink and countless pleasures. Blackfriar's and Charing
Cross, Paddington and Bedlam. Westminster Abbey and St. Martin in the Fields. Cockneys and vagrants. Immigrants,
peasants, and punks. The Plague, the Great Fire, the Blitz. London at al times of day and night, and in all kinds of
weather. In well-chosen anecdotes, keen observations, and the words of hundreds of its citizens and visitors, Ackroyd
reveals the ingenuity and grit and vitality of London. Through a unique thematic tour of the physical city and its
inimitable soul, the city comes alive.

From Publishers WeeklyNovelist and biographer Ackroyd (The Plato Papers; T.S. Eliot; etc.) offers a huge,
enthralling "biography” of the city of London. The reader segues through this litany of lists and anthology of anecdotes
viathe sketchiest of topical linkages, but no matter not a page is dull, until brief closing chapters in which Ackroyd
succumbs to bathos, for which he's instantaneously redeemed by the preceding chapters. He admits to using no
original research, openly crediting his printed sources. Ackroyd examines London from its pre-history through today,
artfully selecting, organizing and pacing stories, and rendering the past in witty and imaginative ways. "The opium
quarter of Limehouse," he tells readers, for example, "is now represented by a Chinese take-away." Fast food, it seems,
was always part of the London scene. When poet Thomas Southey asked a pastry cook why she kept her shop openin
the worst weather, she told him that otherwise she would lose business, "so many were the persons who took up buns
or biscuits as they passed by and threw their pence in, not allowing themselves time to enter." Ackroyd covers unrest
and peace, fires and ruins, river and rail transport, crime and punishment, wealth and poverty, markets and churches,
uncontrolled growth and barely controlled filth. If there is a hero among the throngs, it may be engineer Joseph
Bazalgette, who in 1855 began building 1,265 miles of sewersto contain the Stygian odor of progress and keep the
huge, ugly metropolis livable. No one should mind the extraordinary price of this extraordinary achievement. Bw
illus., maps not seen by PW. (On sale Oct. 16)Forecast: Published to acclaim in England, thisis virtually guaranteed
major review coverage here, and the publisher will also shoot for national media. Anglophiles and others will
rejoice.Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From School Library Journal This trip through London,
conducted by novelist/biographer Ackroyd, is less concerned with chronology than with human drama. Copyright
2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library Journal Biographer/novelist Ackroyd (e.g., The Life of Thomas
Moore) offers a sweeping, highly readable account of London's colorful and complicated history. In encyclopedic
detail, he discusses everything from the city's crime and its theater to the notorious fog, plagues, and Great Fire of
1666, from which the city had to be amost built. He also provides a useful travel og, discussing London's many notable
buildings, neighborhoods, and other features rich with stories, among them Newgate Prison, "an emblem of death and
suffering,” the "dirty" East End, and, of course, the Thames, London's "river of commerce." Characters such as
infamous "prison-breaker" Jack Sheppard are vividly re-created, as are scenes like the sights and smells of the market
in 1276 and the bloody Notting Hill riotsin 1958. The book is full of both horrors, including the overwhelming
number of beggars and the "impaled heads of traitors" in the 1600s, and soaring achievements, as London rises to the
"center of world commerce" in the 1800s. Ackroyd's passion for this remarkable city is clearly evident. Recommended
for al public libraries.- Isabel Coates, Boston Consulting Group, Brampton, Ont. Copyright 2001 Reed Business
Information, Inc.



