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Thomas W. Paradis : Living the Palio: A Story of Community and Public Life in Siena, Italy  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Living the Palio: A Story of Community 
and Public Life in Siena, Italy: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. "The Most Beautiful of Cities"By Paul SalsiniMore than a travel 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1491752890


guide, more than a history, more than a cultural examination, this is an extraordinary tribute to what Thomas Paradis 
rightfully calls “the most beautiful of cities.”With a generous use of photos, the author frames the story of his weeks in 
Siena with the running of the Palio, describing the fierce competition of the various contrade to win the race and the 
traditions that have been centuries in the making. It’s a terrific buildup, and we can’t wait to read about the race itself. 
Unfortunately, the author chose to watch the race on television, so we don’t feel the gut-wrenching exuberance of the 
fanatical crowds during and after the race. Maybe next time.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great 
ReadBy J. ReidGreat read and from my understanding, this version of the book is the longer and newer edition. Very 
pleased I was able to get the most updated edition of this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy M. TuttleAn interesting read.

It was May 2013 when Thomas Paradis convened in Siena, Italy, with a cohort of American faculty and students to 
lead a two-month inaugural study-abroad program. After a harrowing journey across the ocean, students and faculty 
alike soon realized that adapting to a foreign culture and language would be more challenging than they expected, 
especially amid one of the world's more authentic community festivals-the Palio horse race. Paradis weaves witty 
stories of personal discovery with a crash course on Siena and its ferocious twice-yearly horse race. As the July 2 race 
and its related rituals draw closer, Paradis details how he and his wife uncovered the impressive local communities 
that underlie the life and blood of the age-old Palio in order to better understand what drives the passion of its 
residents. When the race finally begins, Paradis provides a compelling upfront view of the action and the race's 
aftermath, pulling in the collective experiences of his students as their eyes and minds open to seeing the world in an 
entirely new way. Living the Palio shares an amusing and instructional romp through Siena, Italy, as university faculty 
members and their students gain self-confidence, patience, and most importantly, respect for a different way of life.

About the AuthorThomas Paradis is Associate Provost and Professor of Geography at Butler University in 
Indianapolis, IN. He has served as the Chair for the Department of Geography, Planning Recreation at Northern 
Arizona University, and was recognized there as a President's Distinguished Teaching Fellow. He has led four study 
abroad programs in Italy, including Siena, and is continuing the Siena program through Butler University. 


