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Vesna Neskow : Little Black Book of London 2010 (2nd edition, Travel Guide)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Little Black Book of London 2010 (2nd edition, Travel 
Guide): 

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Heavyweight info in a compact(easy to carry!!) bookBy Rebecca 
C. MellorI LOVE this book. As a former resident, and now visitor, to London, it's a joy to find a new and extremely 
useful guidebook! Who wants to add the weight of big, heavyweight guidebooks to the stuff you carry as you visit a 
new place? Well, now you don't have to. Not only is the info spot-on, it is also easy to carry--compact and lightweight. 
If you want to discreetly check on info without looking like a "typical tourist" (not that I care) you pull out this book 
and it looks like you're checking an address in your little black book. Ms Veskow hones in on do-not-miss places, but 
covers just about everything you need to know. Sure, you can buy other, heavier, longer, more detailed books, but the 
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basics, and more, are here, in a a true "pocketbook" (That is what paperbacks were first called--back in the days they 
cost 25cents!)). There are also convenient and easy to use small fold-out maps at the start of each chapter. I discovered 
the Paris book of the same title in a vacation flat last year, and became an immediate convert to this less-is-more style 
of this series. I'm about to buy the New York one too. Thank you, Little Black Book authors and publishers!2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Shopping.By JiggsThis is a good and useful book for a certain kind of 
tourist, but would not suit everyone equally well. I have used several books to help get around London, and this is my 
least favorite because it's meant for the kind of tourist who likes a somewhat superficial look around and a lot of 
upscale shopping and pampering. That's not my style. I prefer interesting tips about unusual sightseeing and culture. 
London is great for history buffs and art lovers. It also provides a lot of great classical music -- even for free. This 
book would rather get us to a good restaurant or wine bar than to a quirky museum or blue plaque site. That's fine.As a 
practical guide, it's very good. Maps and phone numbers are there, as are places to add notes. However, I abandoned it 
and got better results with a simple Knopf London Mapguide, which served the same purpose with less bulk and 
weight. The Streetwise A to Z is thorough, but is only a map.Ultimately, you'll have to decide on what's best for 
yourself. It's too bad you don't know about a tourist book's suitability until you've taken your trip. Good luck.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Little Black Book of London 2010By mariaVery compact, but chock full 
of information. You may need readers for the fold out maps if you are over 50, though! Where to stay suggestions 
could be better, but with access to the net and sites like [...] that info is hardly needed in a guide anymore. Easy to hold 
and tucks into a pocket or purse handily. I will definitely buy one for each of the other locations I will later visit. As 
always, hustles when it comes to delivery.UPDATE: Now that I am back from my London trip, I will tell you that this 
guide is only a bit helpful if you are on the average tourist budget. If money is no object and you love to window shop 
high end goods and eat at higher end restaurants, then go for it. London is expensive by most standards and this guide 
will direct you to very nice, but not budget friendly places. London abounds with good budget alternatives, although 
still high by most American standards unless you live in NYC or LA.For a better introduction to London buy a D K 
Eyewitness guide and you will find more relevant information on neighborhoods and activities.

2010 Edition. With insider recommendations and full-color neighborhood maps that pinpoint landmarks, museums, 
entertainment, pubs, clubs, and hotels, this fab little city guide walks you through the best of the Royal Capital, with 
excursions outside London as well. Color-coded, numbered entries in the text are keyed to full-color area maps in each 
chapter''Top Picks'' direct you to not-to-be-missed attractionsNotes pagesPortable size and sleek, non-touristy ''Black 
Book'' formatSpot illustrations throughout liven the text9 easy-to-use fold-out maps Elastic band place holder marks 
your spot4-1/4'' wide x 5-3/4'' high Concealed wire-o binding, book lies flat for ease of use238 pages

''When I buy a guidebook, I usually look for the Frommer's $ a Day budget guides—Washington D.C. from $80 a Day, 
Paris from $95 a Day, etc. Why? Well, mostly because I'm a creature of habit. I started buying the Frommer's and Let's 
Go guides years ago because they focus on budget travel. Let's Go is great for backpackers and those on a really tight 
budget. Frommer's is a bit more mature but still budget-minded (think hotels rather than hostels), and I like their 
''Suggested Itineraries'' section and their maps (Frommer's maps are among the best). But now that there are so many 
other guidebooks to choose from, I buy Frommer's mostly because I can be in and out of the store in minutes rather 
than hours and I know I'll come home with a reliable guide. Then, just this past month, everything changed . . . I 
discovered something new . . . You see, when I went to the bookstore to pick up guidebooks for my upcoming 
honeymoon, I got an idea . . . Why not, I thought, buy five different guidebooks (from five different publishers) and 
compare them to find my favorite. So that's what I did. I bought one brand for each stop and then, on my way out, I 
saw a little Paris guide I'd never seen (or heard of) before. So I picked that up too. (I go to Paris at least once a year so 
I can never have enough Paris guidebooks.) Here's what I found . . . and it surprised me: My favorite book of all—for 
both pre-trip planning and on-the-ground support—is The Little Black Book of Paris. The other guides I bought are all 
divided into sections this way: Where to Stay, Where to Eat, What to Do. But The Little Black Book of Paris is 
divided by area. And each area has its own fold-out map (which, to be honest, blows the Frommer's maps out of the 
water). While the guide doesn't have an entire history or culture section like most of the others do—Lonely Planet, 
TimeOut, Fodor's, etc.—it's well written and there's an overview of each area at the beginning of each section. I liked 
the guide so much I went back to the bookstore to buy more.'' --Lori Appling, The Travel Writer's LifeBest Travel 
Series of the Year, 2008''We select the Little Black Travel Books as our travel guide series of the year. The main 
reasons for designating these guides as best of the year are their portability and user friendliness. (The spiral binding 
allows the reader to keep the book open to a certain page.) Individual volumes are small enough to fit into a pocket, 
but in terms of helpfulness, they are twice their physical dimensions. The other reason these guides are so worthy of 
praise is the fact that each volume has a neat, tidy, and nicely detailed foldout map to the particular area under 
discussion. The chapters in each volume correspond to the geographical areas into which the authors divide the city for 
the tourist. Each chapter gives basics on places to see, available art, and entertainment venues, places to eat and drink, 
where to shop, and where to stay. You can study a range of guides before your actual trip, but this is definitely a 



commendable candidate for carrying with you on site.'' --American Library Association BooklistBest Travel Series of 
the Year, 2008''We select the Little Black Travel Books as our travel guide series of the year. The main reasons for 
designating these guides as best of the year are their portability and user friendliness. (The spiral binding allows the 
reader to keep the book open to a certain page.) Individual volumes are small enough to fit into a pocket, but in terms 
of helpfulness, they are twice their physical dimensions. The other reason these guides are so worthy of praise is the 
fact that each volume has a neat, tidy, and nicely detailed foldout map to the particular area under discussion. The 
chapters in each volume correspond to the geographical areas into which the authors divide the city for the tourist. 
Each chapter gives basics on places to see, available art, and entertainment venues, places to eat and drink, where to 
shop, and where to stay. You can study a range of guides before your actual trip, but this is definitely a commendable 
candidate for carrying with you on site.'' --American Library Association BooklistAbout the AuthorAuthor Vesna 
Neskow lived in Europe for 13 years. She speaks six languages. Her TV work has been produced by CBS and 
broadcast on NPR, and she has written for the New York Times Book . 


