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Malcolm Jack : Lisbon: City of the Sea  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Lisbon: City of the Sea: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Lisbon - a treat!By Gary WoollacottI haven't been to Lisbon but 
having read this lovely book, I'm really interested to go. I had no idea that Lisbon was so cosmopolitan even hundreds 
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of years ago when most European cities were still quite insular. Malcolm Jack draws on a huge amount of research to 
bring human stories to life; one identifies easily with the main players of each era. He also orders the book in a very 
logical manner which helps bring each stage of the city's development (and destruction by earthquake) into clear 
focus.I'd recommend this book to anyone who knows and loves Lisbon, and to those people like me who haven't been 
but love cities with history and passion.

Lisbon: City of the Sea is a beautifully written portrait of a much loved city, from its origins in Greek legend to the 
present day. Malcolm Jack vividly captures the rich and unique history of this haunting and attractive port whose 
prominent position on the Tagus estuary has inextricably bound its character with the sea. Beginning with its earliest 
inhabitants, Jack traces Lisbon's life through its imperial success in the 16th century and the devastating earthquake 
that humbled the city and shocked Europe in 1755 to its current position as a vibrant and successful European capital. 
Stressing the importance of its foreign population in its artistic and social development, he draws out its cosmopolitan 
nature, as well as its colorful culture and self-image. Engaging and accessible, this book will appeal to Lisbon's many 
visitors as well as anyone interested in European history. 

""Any good historian must provide an engaging narrative, be able to relate ideas to history and provide savoury 
anecdote.  Malcolm Jack does all of these things."" - Philip Jenkins, Anglo-Portuguese Society Newsletter 


