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Dr Dale B. Sims : Latvia Matters: The Adventures of a Large Man Who Stumbled Around in a Small Country 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Latvia Matters: The 
Adventures of a Large Man Who Stumbled Around in a Small Country: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful true storyBy D. BagbyIf you have ever had a teacher who 
made a lifelong difference in your child you might understand my love for Debbie Sims. She was my daughter's 
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kindergarten teacher and I have never even heard of a kindergarten teacher who handled her class so wisely, 
innovatively and covered the basics so well. When I heard that her husband wrote a book, I had to buy it, if only to 
support the man she loved. Wow, Now I know why she loves him (and he her.) He went to a small nation on a 
Fulbright scholarship and rather than using it to improve his own credentials back home, he spent every day trying to 
be a good ambassador for the USA and Texas. His efforts did not always cross cultures well and the humor was 
always on himself, never making anyone else the butt of his jokes. He worked at this every day and the Latvians 
watched with jaws dropped until they figured out that he was real and then they entered into his world as he entered 
into theirs. I laughed so often and came to love this fine, fine man. He missed his wife terribly and she missed him. He 
may just be fine enough to deserve her.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Worth Reading!By Kelly 
MorrisWe often talk about experiencing other cultures and sometimes do this on vacation - but spending an extended 
period in another country living, working and building relationships with people impacts your life in a way you cannot 
quite image. Dr. Sims’ book is an honest, heartfelt and humble look at his experience in Latvia. It is a great read!4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. The book is a very nice read and quite humorousBy Rebecca Deane 
SchneiderThe book is a very nice read and quite humorous. Dr. Sims makes you realize that we all leave some kind of 
an impression when we visit other countries. He went a long way to try and remove the "ugly American" image that 
Latvia and so many other countries have about those of us from the USA.

Latvia Matters: The Adventures of a Large Man Who Stumbled Around in a Small Country When Dale Sims received 
a Fulbright Scholarship to teach in the small country of Latvia he left everything familiar and comfortable behind. His 
determination to do a good job of representing the United States of America presented a number of challenges, not the 
least of which were his own pre-conceived notions of other countries and cultures. Dr. Sims uses stories about his 
adventures to show the patience, concern, and good common sense that the Latvians expressed toward him. As you 
read about the Latvians you will be transported to their country and you will wish that you could visit their land with 
Dr. Sims as a guide.


