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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Karen Brown's 
England, Wales Scotlands: Charming Hotels Itineraries 2004 (Karen Brown's Country Inn Guides) (Karen Brown's 
England, Wales Scotland: Exceptional Places to Stay Itineraries): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Another top notch guideBy fanfareKaren Brown's guides are always 
first rate. Her suggested itineraries and places to stay and dine offer visitors a far more charming experience than the 
typical tour guide. This is an older guide, but holds up well.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Learn 
how to use Karen Brown before criticisingBy Don GraeterExperienced travellers are well aware that travel guides are 
specialized. Some are better for the overall experience of visiting an area for the first time (eg. Frommer and Fodor). 
Some are better at museums and suggesting places to visit (eg. Rick Steves).Most are good at some things and poor at 
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others. Karen Brown is not good at describing the areas you may be considering, itineraries, etc. Rick Steves is lousy 
at inns and accommodations if you don't share his enthusiasm for going on the cheap and staying with local families. 
That doesn't make either a lousy travel guide. It just means they have certain fortes and you need to consult more than 
one guide.Karen Brown is in a league of her own at guiding the traveller to wonderful small inns, B B's and charming 
small hotels. How do I know? My wife and I have been taking her advice for nearly twenty years without a single 
misstep.At every small inn we've stayed at on her recommendation in (mostly) Europe, New England, Bucks County, 
PA, the Pacific Northwest, etc. we're always asked by the proprietor, "How did you find out about us?" When we say 
"Karen Brown. She's never let us down.", the response is always, "Everybody says that."If you're looking for small, 
quaint, atmospheric places for a couple to stay, Karen Brown's guides are unsurpassed. Supplement her books by 
looking up the inns on the web. Look to Steves and Frommer for a broader look at new areas to visit (Tuscany, the 
Cotswolds, Brittany, etc.). Look to Frommer and the web for additional accommodation recommendations.Karen 
Brown is an extremely valuable specialist in the travel world and should be appreciated for doing what she does 
extremely well. The planning is part of the fun!1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. UninspiringBy S. E. 
KennedyI hoped for a guide filled with photos of rose filled gardens, lovely scenic views and gorgeous old homes 
opening their doors as BBs. I got a book with dull black and white line sketches of a few BBs and the author's 
extremely brief guide to attractions in the area. Compared to EVERY OTHER BB guide INCLUDING the FREE 
guides available on-line, this book is uninspiring at best and a never-to-be-opened-again dust collector at worst.

This guide will point you to the most charming hotels in the UK. With tons of reviews and easy to follow itineraries as 
well as descriptions of all hotels.

"A Pioneer and still leader in the category of high-quality small inns and bed and breakfasts." -- Gourmet"Books to 
dream over, but also to use." -- Washington Post -- From the Inside FlapCompletely updated every year, Karen Brown 
Guides point you to the most charming inns and BBs in Europe and the USA. Loaded with tons of reviews and easy-to-
follow itineraries as well as lively, personal descriptions of all inns, hotels, and BBs; accommodations in all price 
ranges, chosen for their charm and the warmth of their welcome; plus locator maps which help to plan inn-to-inn 
itineraries.From the Back Cover"A Pioneer and still leader in the category of high-quality small inns and bed and 
breakfasts." -- Gourmet"Books to dream over, but also to use." -- Washington Post 


