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7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Small, Light Print and Not Much on TransportationBy CASMy book 
just arrived. It obviously has a lot of helpful information in it. Maybe it is even as good as the reviewers say, but as an 
older person with no longer the best eyes, I am first of all disappointed in the print. It is not just that it is quite small; it 
is also that the publishing company seems to have wanted to save money on ink. The problem may also be partly that 
the pages have a very slight pinkish tinge to them so that the contrast is not very good. Take into account if you order 
this book. Internal maps sometimes take up a little over half of a single page. They are very hard to read.Also, as 
people who rely mostly on public transportation, we have not found the book very helpful. For example, we want to 
get to the NW shore of Lake Maggiore from Milan's Malpensa airport. The book says that steamers are the best way to 
go and that there is "fast service to all corners of the lake," with the most frequent ones in the center of the lake. From 
the south shore, even from Stresa, there is one trip a day for several of the days of the week, not even every day. We 
will miss the one trip the boat makes in any case the day we arrive, so it will take us about 5-6 hours to get to 
Cannobio via buses and trains.To be fair the book was written 4-5 years ago. Our own experience with Lake Como 
was quite different, but there have been cutbacks in public transportation in Italy (particularly where the boundaries of 
the country meet another country (Slovenia, for example). Perhaps when the book was written, there were more 
frequent buses with good connections between them. In any case the authors say little about the buses or the number of 
connections you have to make to get places.In any case I most appreciate books that assume we try to take public 
transport where we can and give as much detail as possible on trains and buses. I fear that Facaros and Pauls limit 
themselves to cars, but if you are going to drive and if you have good eyes, this may well be the best book you can get 
for the Piedmont.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. More of a history lesson, needs more picturesBy 
rgarbersonI disliked this guide because it did not provide a clear overview of the major attractions in the region. I 
prefer succinct descriptions and pictures of major sites to try to plan out a trip. There were far too few pictures and 
very few maps. It was not user friendly because you have to wade through pages and pages of all-text history lessons 
to find out what to see and where to see it. So much of the book was focused on history that it made me wonder if 
there was anything fun to do there in current times. I had to buy another travel guide for that!1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Very GoodBy Kelly KaryThe book is very informative. Right to the point, easy to use and 
find information on the areas we will be traveling to. Wish there were more pictures to get a better idea of some of the 
places. But the descriptions are very good.

Steps back into ancient Rome on a visit to the Forum and Colosseum • takes a boat ride on Lake Como and a walk 
through the rolling Tuscan hills • soaks up the sun along the Italian Riviera and sinks into the romance of Venice • 
marvels at the masterpieces in the Uffizi and takes in an opera at La Scala • dines on fine cuisine in Italy’s gastronomic 
capital Bologna and enjoys la dolce vita in a trattoria under the stars in Umbria

"'The intimacy of the authors with their subject shines through' - The Bookseller"About the AuthorDana Facaros and 
Michael Pauls are passionate about Europe and have written over 40 books for Cadogan, including several in the Italy 
series where they lived for many years. 


