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Michael Harrison : In the footsteps of Sherlock Holmes  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised In the footsteps of Sherlock Holmes: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Holmes haunts but could use a good mapBy Gary SprandelHarrison 
is remarkable in tracing the footsteps of the great detective. By piecing together geographic clues as well as knowledge 
of London in the 1890's, he attempts to find the location of the stories in current (1958-1970) London. The book was 
first written soon after WW II, and memories of the bombing of some locations still resonate. For the Londoner these 
locations may be familiar, but for those on this side of the pond, a few maps would have really helped. So the reader 
might want to find one or use Google maps. The writing is best when Harrison allows himself to speculate about 
Holmes; for example being an orphan (and reluctances to appreciate home); his compassion at Christmas, or the 
attractiveness of different cases to him. Harrison places Holmes between a Victorian times and a more modern 
England (for example: electric lines and phones). Harrison may have these same sensibilities, "Holmes would catch 
the train at Paddington, and hardly notice any differences save that everything had gotten dirtier, and the people had 
become more uncouth". Now 50 years since this book was first written, a contemporary update would show how much 
London had changed since Holmes' times.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. In The Footsteps Of 
Sherlock HolmesBy Ronald W. MayhewThe book fills in a lot of blanks in the history of Sherlock Holmes period in 
England!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. In the footsteps of Sherlock Holmes.By Dr. G. 
HAMILTONI originally read this book in hard back 30 years ago. The revised paper back edition will appeal to 
Sherlock Holmes aficianados but some of the author's theories are rather fanciful and his views have since been 
overtaken by more recent research into the wilder shores of Sherlockiana. The paperback I read was printed on poor 
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quality paper which has browned and become crumbly, so anybody buying a used copy needs to be aware of its likely 
condition.


